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MERITS general information 
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MERITS Organisation
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MERITS Concept
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MERITS Content

Multiple European Railway Integrated Timetable Storage

 The database of UIC for

 Timetable (650 000 trains, buses and ferry services)

 Stations (70 000 stations)

 34 workspaces for Railway Undertakings 

• The system for collecting, verifying, integrating and exporting timetable data 
for international and domestic trains

6Stakes of MERITS for the member

•To provide daily, weekly, monthly its own timetables to the 
community in order to be sold by other railway undertakings

•To get daily, weekly, monthly timetables of the other railways to 
develop the international rail traffic and sell tickets of other railway 
undertakings

•To have timetables to be able to position the RUs as suppliers of IT 
software solution, journey planner, APPs (bahn.de, voyages-
sncf.com, others...)
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Use of MERITS within the railway undertakings

• MERITS data are mandatory to run the IT systems and apps of the 
railway undertakings (bahn.de, voyages-sncf.com, Eurail app…) in 
order to have a large coverage of railway undertakings data (and 
international trains)

• For information

• For journey planning  

• For booking

•For mobile apps
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Customer Experience Lifecycle
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MERITS Station data
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Reference documents

• UIC leaflet 916-1 V-7.2nd edition 

• MERITS User Guide V-17.2  

• MERITS PRIFIS code list V-19.1 

• Service Brand Code list V-19.2

• Reservation System Codes V-19.1

• RICS code list version 2019/10/02
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Status of deliveries & update 
frequencies
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MERITS valid data in database - Status September 2019
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Data 2019

No Data 2019

incomplete
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Overview  frequency of updates of all data 
providers - Status September 2019
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Weekly Monthly

 BC
 CFR
 CP
 DB
 MAV
 NS
 Vy
 OEBB
 PKP
 RENFE
 SBB
 SJ
 TI

Manual 
data input

2 times a 
week

 BDZ
 RZD
 TN
 SZ
 VR
 ZSSK

 CFR int.
 HZ
 LDZ
 TCDD
 ZS

 CIE
 LG
 UZ
 TRAINOSE

 CD
 CFL
 SNCB

No DataDaily

 DSB
 SNCF
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Overview  frequency of updates of all Data 
providers - Status September 2019
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New Timetable 2020 

• New timetable 2020 from 15th 
December 2019 to 12th December 
2020.

• From 1st September 2019 the MERITS 
export include the data for the 
following timetable 2020.         

16

MERITS evolutions
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New version - new change requests

• The MERITS team has identified 
other developments

• Reservation system code
• GTFS converter, for new format output
• Information provider for location, to 

enhance MCT data 
• Real Time data, ongoing analyses for 

feasibility
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Selling MERITS Integrated Data to Third 
Parties
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MERITS commercialisation – Principles 

• MERITS commercialisation started in March 2019:
• Deliver the best possible quality integrated rail timetable data
• Define a product catalogue available on the UIC web site based 

on the principle of non-discrimination
• Clear usage conditions based on the MERITS’ General Terms & 

Conditions
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MERITS Actors

• Data Provider: (any carrier being a UIC/MERITS member or not): 
will provide raw data and receive a symbolic financial 
compensation (1 euro)

• Data User: will receive integrated data, after paying a license fee:
• UIC RUs (or delegate)
• Third parties (other RUs, GDSs, OTAs, APPs developers…)

• MERITS Shareholders: UIC MERITS members before the new 
process
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Legal framework

• Contractual framework compliant with competition law principles

• Product catalogue available on the UIC web site based on the 
principle of non-discrimination

• Data Provider Agreement has to be signed by each Carrier (or 
delegate) providing its own timetable data 

• License’s General Terms and Conditions have to be validated by 
each legal entity using MERITS data
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Status on the commercialisation of the MERITS 
products
Until today, UIC has sold the following MERITS products:
• MERITS Bronze license to: 

• TSGA

• MERITS Silver license to:
• European Commission Joint Research Centre
• Rome2Rio
• Amadeus
• LLC ONELYA

• MERITS Gold license to:
• Eurail
• Rome2Rio 
• Rail Europe from March to October 2019

• Almost at the purchase phase for a MERITS Silver license with:
• Sirena, Russian GDS
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UIC public web site

• Since the 15th of February the MERITS dedicated page is available 
https://uic.org/

• 23
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UIC public web site

• Legal framework documents downloadable 

• 24
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UIC public web site

• Frequent Ask questions

• 25
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UIC ETF webshop: https://www.shop-etf.com/

• MERITS products are on sale 
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UIC ETF webshop: https://www.shop-etf.com/

• MERITS products are on sale 

28

MERITS workshop

• A MERITS workshop will be organized in UIC 
premises with the following objectives:

• Promote the value of the MERITS products and illustrate 
the potential of the uses

• Gather more data providers and data users 

• The workshop is planned for the December 2019
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Examples of MERITS data usages
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Ecopassenger.org
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Ecopassenger.org
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Eurail travel app and website



Stay in touch with UIC! 

Thank you for your kind attention.


